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PRODUCT NEWS DISCUSSIONS
AVAILABLE NOW
Create cross functional flowcharts more efficiently in Visio Online
On Monday, October 15, 2018, Microsoft announced a new release of Visio Online, which brings CFF shapes, templates, and starter diagrams. Join the conversation in the Visio space.
Azure Marketplace new offers – Volume 21
On Tuesday, October 16, 2018, Microsoft announced new offers in the Azure Marketplace. Join the conversation in the Microsoft Azure space.
Azure Blockchain Workbench 1.4.0 now available
On Tuesday, October 16, 2018, Microsoft announced the latest version of Azure Blockchain Workbench. Join the conversation in the Azure Blockchain space.
Azure IoT Reference Architecture 2.1 release
On Tuesday, October 16, 2018, Microsoft announced updated version 2.1 of the Azure IoT Reference Architecture. Join the conversation in the Microsoft Azure space.
Apache Spark jobs gain up to 9x speed up with HDInsight IO Cache
On Tuesday, October 16, 2018, Microsoft announced the preview of HDInsight IO Cache, a new transparent data caching feature of Azure HDInsight that provides customers with up to a 9x performance improvement for Apache Spark jobs. Join the conversation in the Microsoft Azure space.
ONNX Runtime for inferencing machine learning models now in preview
On Tuesday, October 16, 2018, Microsoft announced the release of the preview of ONNX Runtime, a high-performance inference engine for machine learning models in the Open Neural Network Exchange (ONNX) format. Join the conversation in the Microsoft Azure space. 
MSIX Packaging Tool Released to the Microsoft Store
On Wednesday, October 17, 2018, Microsoft announced the official release of the MSIX Packaging Tool is now available from the Microsoft Store. Join the conversation in the Package Support Framework. 
What’s new in Azure Media Services video processing
On Wednesday, October 17, 2018, Microsoft announced several enhancements to Media Services including the general availability of the new Azure Media Services v3 API, as well as updates to Azure Media Player. Join the conversation in the Microsoft Azure space.
Represent Azure architectures accurately in Visio Online
On Thursday, October 18, 2018, Microsoft announced the Online library is adding a rich set of Microsoft Azure symbols, templates, and sample diagrams for you to accurately represent cloud and on-premises technologies. Join the conversation in the Visio space.
Skype Room Systems v2 4.0.31.0 hotfix update released October 16, 2018
On Thursday, October 18, 2018, Microsoft announced Skype Room Systems v2 4.0.31.0, comprised of quality and reliability fixes. Join the conversation in the Skype for Business for IT Pro space. 

Modernize your commerce platform with Rapid Commerce solution
On Thursday, October 18, 2018, Microsoft announced a new service on the Azure Marketplace, The Rapid Commerce solution. Join the conversation in the Microsoft Azure space.
Reservations now available for US Government cloud regions
On Thursday, October 18, 2018, Microsoft announced reservations are now generally available for US government Azure customers. Join the conversation in the Microsoft Azure space.
Azure Active Directory Activity logs in Azure Log Analytics now available
On Friday, October 19, 2018, Microsoft announced the availability of a top-requested feature: the ability to forward your Azure AD logs to Azure Log Analytics. Join the conversation in the Azure Active Directory space. 
Enabling Data Loss Prevention, Azure Information Protection and more in Microsoft 365 Business
On Friday, October 19, 2018, Microsoft announced You can now enable features like Data Loss Prevention, Azure Information Protection, Advanced Threat Protection in Microsoft 365 Business. Join the conversation in the Microsoft 365 Business space.
COMING SOON
OneDrive Message Center Updates October 1st to October 15th
On Wednesday, October 17, 2018, Microsoft announced some great OneDrive updates to share that will be landing in your organization soon. Join the conversation in the OneDrive for Business space.
HANDY RESOURCES
Excel @ Ignite 2018
Thanks to those who attended or streamed our Ignite sessions! For anyone looking to review content or catch up on-demand, here you can find everything we covered.
Windows Virtual Desktop learning and readiness resources
Would you like to learn more about Windows Virtual Desktop?
What is Desktop App Assure?
We recently made a promise I’ve been hoping to make for a long time: if an app works on a previous version of Windows and, when you update to the latest version of Windows 10, it stops working, we’ll fix it for free.

OneDrive Sessions from Ignite Now Available On-Demand
I wanted to take a moment to thank all of you who had the opportunity to attend Ignite this year. You shared some amazing stories on how your organizations are using OneDrive.
The Intrazone, episode 16: “Cloud admins are human, too”
The cloud represents a big opportunity for IT Pros. This shift doesn't mean YOUR shift is over. It simply means a new, often second title emerges: cloud admin. Cloud admins help get to the cloud, enable business solutions, while ensuring the right level of governance is established and maintained.
Catch all the Microsoft 365 admin news from Ignite 2018
At ignite, we showed off new features, now in public preview, that help admins work more efficiently and deliver the best possible end user experience. If you missed the excitement in Orlando, you can still stream sessions and download presentations at www.microsoftignite.com. Here are a few key sessions that will help you understand the admin strategy and get started with the preview today.
You've invested in Microsoft Teams, how do you use it to deliver superpowers to your people? (pt. 1)
Over the past five years at Microsoft, one thing has become abundantly clear to me: while the evolution of technology has and continues to support many organizations in becoming more efficient, the foundation for future success lies in delivering work practices and cultures that people desire. This is exactly why we built Microsoft Teams. It's not simply the hot new messaging and collab tool, it's a new way of working that is aligned to the modern ways in which people naturally interact with one another. I would not be writing this if I couldn't confidently say that...  

Language pack acquisition and retention for enterprise devices
Ensuring that your organization acquires and retains the necessary language packs (LPs) and language Features on Demand (FODs) to enable employees to use their Windows 10 devices in their preferred language is a crucial part of managing corporate machines, especially when keeping them up to date with the latest Windows 10 feature updates.
Getting started with the Azure Pricing Calculator
Most infrastructure architects can clearly detail their on-premises capability or requirements, often accompanied by a Visio diagram. Defining a Cloud version of that same capability can be a little trickier. With services in the Cloud charging on a "Pay as you go" model, there's a nervousness to calculate Cloud spend accurately, keeping in mind your organization's operational expenditure budgets. This may not be a one-off cost you're funding as a project – it may be a long-term commitment to a monthly spend.
Assessing risk and compliance for financial services institutions using the Microsoft Cloud
Due to regulatory and compliance concerns, many financial services institutions (FSIs) have remained unsure about moving to the cloud, even as they embrace the idea of digital transformation. That’s why completing a risk assessment is a critical step in the decision to adopt any cloud services and a precursor to notifying regulators of the cloud plan.
Recording of Cloud App Security Intro Webinar
Thanks to those of you who joined our introductory webinar for Microsoft Cloud App Security, and thanks to Yoann Mallet for a great presentation. If you were unable to attend, you can find the recording.

Setup Azure Backup in Windows Admin Center
With Windows Admin Center you have a great new web-based management experience for Windows Server. With Microsoft efforts to bring Hybrid Cloud capabilities closer to your on-premises systems, they added support for Azure Backup in Windows Admin Center. This allows you to simply configure Azure Backup for your Windows Server with a couple of clicks.
Parameterize connections to your data stores in Azure Data Factory
Azure Data Factory (ADF) enables you to do hybrid data movement from 70 plus data stores in a serverless fashion. Often users want to connect to multiple data stores of the same type. For example, you might want to connect to 10 different databases in your Azure SQL Server and the only difference between those 10 databases is the database name.
Microsoft Ignite 2018 recap: Access team showcases new data visualization features
Microsoft Ignite 2018 has come and gone, but there’s still time to catch up on the Access content that was shared! Michal Bar, Senior Program Manager for Access, and Tim Getsch, founder and CEO of COMC.com and former Access Program Manager, attended the conference on behalf of the Access team. Over the course of the week, Michal and Tim met and discussed Access with customers and developers from all over the world, and presented an engaging session highlighting the new visualization features in Access, “Modern data visualization in Microsoft Access: Enhance your forms and reports.” The session provided in depth demonstrations and customer use cases for the new Access charting and visualization features.

Language pack acquisition and retention for enterprise devices
Ensuring that your organization acquires and retains the necessary language packs (LPs) and language Features on Demand (FODs) to enable employees to use their Windows 10 devices in their preferred language is a crucial part of managing corporate machines, especially when keeping them up to date with the latest Windows 10 feature updates.

Webcast Summary: “Get started with Microsoft Search in Bing”
Since Microsoft Search in Bing was announced at Microsoft Ignite 2018, we have had overwhelming interest from companies who are interested in the search offering and want to enable the product for their tenant. 

MVP BLOGS
THR1091 - Microsoft Teams: Finding your teams' formula for success
In this theater session, Gorana Konevska Jankoska leads us through the process of introduction of all of the great features and capabilities which Microsoft Teams members can achieve using this application, and how can you as a user find your teams’ formula for success if you implement and use Microsoft Teams within your organization.
Shelly's Take On... Ignite 2018 MS Teams Updates for Health Providers
The recent announcements at MS Ignite around MS Teams were amazing, to see the full post, please read here, but I wanted to call out a few features that are revolutionary for Health Providers.
[bookmark: _Hlk527110663]INTERESTING PERSPECTIVES 
Conditional Formatting in Excel
Contributor Jolene V. needed help with determining upcoming appointment dates, including a 90-, 60- and 30-day warning, and then the expiration date, using conditional formatting in Excel. MVP Sergei Baklan was able to provide a table in Excel with formulas to predict what Joleane was looking for. Joleane was incredibly happy with the results, calling Sergei, “an absolute savior for me today!” 
Microsoft 365 E5 - Windows 10 subscription activation for hybrid Azure AD joined devices
Contributor Thomas Cezario’s team has On Premises AD synced to Office365 (Azure) and users have "Microsoft 365 E5" Licences. Dell Desktops with the Windows 10 PRO 1803 version joined On-Premises AD and they are Activated to Windows PRO. Also Windows 10 Machines are showing in Azure AD Portal with "Hybrid Azure AD joined" and dsregcmd /status shows AzureAdJoined : YES. However, machines are not getting upgraded from PROD to Enterprise. Contributor Adam Deltinger walked through steps with Thomas to ensure all requirements were met. Adam and Thomas were able to activate windows after configuring the GPO in Thomas' test environment. 
Outlook contact to Android contact list
Contributor Magnus Fälth asked about the best way to have Outlook contacts (in Office 365) synced to the contact list in Android. While he asked for suggestions of third-party tools to accomplish this, several users chimed in with suggestions on how to do so natively within Outlook. 
UPCOMING EVENTS
Microsoft Ignite 2018 recap – and join us for Microsoft Ignite | The Tour
It was great engaging with so many of you in Orlando at Ignite 2018. Be sure to check out this year's session recordings and FastTrack resources. We look forward to seeing you during Microsoft Ignite | the Tour, a series of free, two-day events coming to 17 cities across the globe.
Announcing the Microsoft Information Protection AMA!
We are very excited to announce a Microsoft Information Protection Ask Microsoft Anything (AMA) to answer questions about the new capabilities announced at Microsoft Ignite. The AMA will begin on Tuesday, November 6th at 9am PT. 

FEATURED SPACE 

ITOps Talk
Check out the ITOps Talk space and learn directly from the Cloud Ops Advocate team. 

MEMBER OF THE WEEK

Magnus Fälth
A member of the community since August 2016, Magnus is a great contributor especially in the Outlook, Outlook Customer Manager and Microsoft Teams spaces. Thanks for being a member of the community, Magnus!



